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OPERATIONS SAFETY SPECIALIST CERTIFICIATION PACKAGE

INTRODUCTION:

The Safety Office Chief requires a detailed description of duties to be performed along with the individual’s qualifications in the application provided.  As an Operations Safety Specialist working in hazardous conditions, it is recommended that basic OSHA courses offered through the NASA Safety Training Center (NSTC) or another sources be taken.  Additionally, depending on your work location and hazards involved, training in lock out/tag out, aerial platform, lifting devices, ordnance, pressure, and cryogenics should be taken.

FILLING OUT THE FORM:

Please read the policy and complete the ROSSC form (803-FORM-0002) on page 5 of this package.  Save the completed document to your hard drive, then attach and email to your supervisor; have your supervisor verify the data and forward the form to Rebecca Beach at Rebecca.D.Beach@nasa.gov.

1.  Within the space labeled Name, specify your name.

2.  In the space labeled Organization, provide the name of your employer.

3.  Under Description of Proposed Operations Safety Specialist Duties, provide the particular operations you will be supervising.

4.  Under Qualifications:  1)  Hazardous systems experience since last certification (project, duties), show past experience and training you have had that impacts directly or has association with what you will be doing.  List specific missions you have worked during the last 12 months.

5.  Under Qualifications:  2) Safety training classes (class title, dates), list your particular certifications and training classes including date of class and expiration date.

6.  Check a Category and Subcategory box to request certification in one or more of the six main categories of Operations Safety Specialists.  The category and subcategory definitions are as follows:

	CATEGORIES
I.  Sounding Rockets

Personnel in this category shall have a minimum of three years of varied experience in both vehicle and payload systems involving sounding rockets.  The individual must be familiar with the process involved in the hazardous operations.  These operations include launch vehicle support consisting of performing operational flight project-related tests and checkouts of flight systems during payload integration, testing, and launch activities for systems such as rocket motor ignitions, launch vehicle guidance, payload separation, thrust termination, and payload recovery.

II. Balloons

Personnel in this category shall be fully knowledgeable of, and shall be restricted to, balloon systems.  Personnel must be knowledgeable in balloon related technologies, methods, and procedures, with an understanding of the performance, limitations, and failure mechanisms of balloons.  Some Operations Safety Specialists will be restricted to specific operations and/or systems.  These operations will be defined on the certifications.

III. Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS)

Personnel in this category shall be knowledgeable about engines, airframes, maintenance, destruction sequences, launching, landing, and contingencies.  Some Operations Safety Specialists will be restricted to specific operations and/or systems.  These operations will be defined on the certifications.

IV. 840/Orbital and Suborbital

Personnel in this category shall be knowledgeable about specific operations and/or systems and related technologies, procedures, processes and methods for orbital and specialized suborbital missions.

V.  Navy Operations

Personnel in this category shall be restricted to operations and/or systems which are specific to the Navy.  Personnel must be knowledgeable in related technologies, procedures and methods specific to Navy hazardous operations as well as Navy documentation.

VI. Special Projects

Personnel in this category shall knowledgeable about specific operations and/or systems for projects which do not fall in the above categories. Personnel must be knowledgeable in related technologies and methods specific to the special project.  The certification may specify the special project including the sponsor.  

	SUBCATEGORIES
Personnel shall have specific training to be certified in one or more of the six subcategories of Operations Safety Specialist Certification, which are:

A.  Ordnance

Specialists in this subcategory will be establishing, issuing, and implementing appropriate regulations, technical standards and instructions that relate to oversight of specific ordnance operations.  This work includes the preparation, assembly, loading, testing, storing, handling, shipping, use, and maintenance of ordnance and pyrotechnics.  Specialists in this subcategory must be knowledgeable in ordnance handling.
 
B.  Pressure

The Specialist shall make personnel aware to the hazards presented to personnel, equipment, facilities, the public, or the environment because of inadequately designed or improperly operated pressure or vacuum systems.   These include blast effects, shrapnel, fluid jets, and release of toxic or asphyxiate materials. 

C.  Chemical

The Specialist shall play a key role in chemical safety by developing and communicating safe work practices to be implemented by workers involved in these operations.  Specialists in this sub category must provide adequate knowledge of particular chemicals including SDS sheets involved in hazardous operations.

D.  Lifting

The specialists are responsible for ensuring proper maintenance and operations of cranes and lifting devices under their authority.  The specialists are responsible for ensuring operators and riggers having the proper training and documentation to operate the equipment.   The specialists are responsible for ensuring that all rigging and other lifting devices have been tested, certified and tagged in accordance with NASA policy, and that the certifications have not expired.  Specialists in this subcategory must possess training as a crane operator.

E.  Cryogenics

The specialists shall ensure that personnel handling cryogens are trained in safe operating techniques; emergency procedures, and the use of personal protective equipment including respiratory protective devices.  The specialist will ensure that personnel working nearby, who may be affected by a spill or emergency, are adequately prepared or evacuated from the area.

F.  Mechanical

The specialists in this area are responsible for ensuring proper processes, procedures, and certifications are present for hazardous operations which are not included in the above five subcategories.

7.  For personnel requesting recertification, direct Specialist experience and NASA approved certification and training must have occurred within 12 months prior to the request.

8.  There is a remediation plan for those that do not negotiate the evaluation curve.  The plan for remediation includes obtaining knowledge and experience with hazardous operations for a 6-month period at which time the candidate may resubmit their application.

9.  Electronic Signatures:  The Electronic Signature in Global and National Commerce Act states that an electronic signature is an “electronic sound, symbol, or process attached to or logically associated with a contract or other record and executed or accepted by a person with the intent to sign the record.”  Agencies can use electronic signatures that are automatically time stamped as part of a Public Key Infrastructure.
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	Name:
	Organization:

	Description of Proposed Operations Safety Specialist Duties:

	[bookmark: _GoBack]Qualifications:
1) Hazardous systems experience since last certification (project, duties):

2) Safety training classes (class title, dates):


	Category:
    I .  Sounding Rockets   ⁯  II.  Balloons   ⁯  III.  UAV   ⁯  IV.  840/Orbital and
Special Suborbital   ⁯  V.  Navy Operations   ⁯  VI.  Special Projects _____________
Subcategory:
⁯  A.  Ordnance   ⁯  B.  Pressure   ⁯  C.  Chemical   ⁯  D.  Lifting   ⁯  E.  Cryogenics   
⁯  F.  Mechanical   ⁯  G.  Other __________

	I certify the information provided above is accurate and complete.
________________________               __________
Supervisor                             Date
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	OSS Training Completion:

	Ordnance Training Completion (A):

	Pressure Training Completion (B):

	Lifting Training Completion (D):

	Cryogenic Training Completion (E):

	_______________________                __________
OSS Coordinator                             Date

	_______________________                __________
Deputy, Ground Safety                           Date

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	



