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(The hearing conmenced at 6:07 p.m)
MR. KOEHLER: W will get started. The
| dea tonight is kind of give everybody on update where

we are on the Shoreline Restoration Project and the

ElI S program

So the process tonight, we'll have a few
comments, we'll have an overview of where we're at on
the project. After that you'll be allowed to ask sone

guestions and answers to nake sure everybody's cl ear
on what's going on, and then after that we have a
public conmment period if anybody has any coments
after that point.

When we get to the questions and answer
session and the comments, raise your hands and | can
give you the m ke so we can get everything recorded,
make sure she hears everything that everybody is
sayi ng.

So we're going to get started and we'l |l
start out with Craig Purdy, who is the deputy director
here at Wallops. He wll nake a short statenent.

MR. PURDY: Ckay. | happen to be acting
facility director until my new boss gets here, so
that's the capacity |I'mhere. These guys have done a
real good job over the past year putting together a

plan for the restoration and the protection of our

TAYLOE ASSOCIATES, INC.




© 00 N o o A~ w NP

[ N N N A N S R LS o ol o R e B o B e T o N o S o N
oo ~ W N b O © 00 N O U p~ w N +—» O

i nfrastructure over on the island.

They got the input fromthe world's
experts in this area and they got the input fromthe
| ocal experts in this area, and that's a | ot of you
sitting out there that hel ped us put this plan
together. And they put out the EIS or the
environnental |npact Statenent, and this is our tine
to listen to your comments on it and take your
coments and see if we need to do another thing to
make this plan nore pal atable to everybody invol ved.

We are your neighbors, we want to do what
you think is right, but we have to protect \Wll ops,

and this plan is extrenely inportant to the |ongevity

of Wall ops and what we are doing here. These two guys

up here have put in a lot of work, a |lot of good work,
and |'msure they wll be able to answer all your
guestions. So thanks again for com ng.

MR. KOEHLER: Thanks, Craig.

Okay. We're getting started with Paul
Bul |, who's the project manager for the station
program so, Paul.

MR. BULL: How is everybody doing this
evening? |'mthe project manager for the -- this
project to hopefully protect or loss range. Josh is

the EI' S manager; he will be right after ne.
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And we'll tell you things that you have

heard before. | think all the faces | see in the
cromd for the nost part are famliar, but we'll go
ahead and shoot the sanme script we did |last tine.

Actually, 1'll get to say it this tine versus the

person in front of ne. Kind of an inside joke.

Here is our agenda. W will tal k about

the nor'easter damage. This is actually the

nor' easter damage fromthe Novenber storm Probably

should turn this the right way. W've had several
nor' easters after that storm and have done nore
danmage, not -- it's not sustai ned damage, as
sustained; it's just kind of chronic damage to our
seawal | primarily and sand on sone of our
I nfrastructure.

W will talk about the alternatives.

have three project stats where we are today, new

Ve

technical information that | discussed |ast tine and

we wll go over it one nore tine, EIS update, Josh

Wil junp in there, and then we'll have the Q and A

for anybody who has any questions for us, and then

we'll open it up for public comments as well for the

record.
Al right. Here is the slide that

basi cal |y shows why we're doing what we're doing.

Ve

TAYLOE ASSOCIATES, INC.




© 00 N o o A~ w NP

[ N N N A N S R LS o ol o R e B o B e T o N o S o N
oo ~ W N b O © 00 N O U p~ w N +—» O

have about a billion dollars worth of federal assets

on Wal |l ops Island and we have about a hundred mllion
of annual prograns that activate on Wallops all year,
yearly, every year.

And this is the informati on we had when
we actually started this project. | think Craig says
we have been working the |east year. Actually, 2006
iIs when we had the first Corps study, so it's been at
| east four years we've been actively working on this
proj ect .

Since that tine | guess -- I'mgoing to
get the date wong, but | renmenber sitting in a
conference room Jay Pittman, our |aunch nmanager,
| ooked at his BlackBerry, whatever, and said, we've
got Taurus Il. So that's after this -- this is above
and beyond what's here, a hundred -- a billion dollars
worth of federal assets, a hundred mllion dollars of
annual activity on the island, and now Taurus Il is
comng with a $2 billion program and at |east a
hundred mllion dollars worth of assets being
constructed today that's not on this slide right now.

Here is a picture of UAV runway to the
south, pad OA -- 0B, I'msorry, OB here. Basically,
Assawoman | sl and i s about 2000 feet off the V100

canera stand. This is a picture probably in 2008,

TAYLOE ASSOCIATES, INC.




© 00 N o o A~ w NP

[ N N N A N S R LS o ol o R e B o B e T o N o S o N
oo ~ W N b O © 00 N O U p~ w N +—» O

early 2008 tine frane.

Fli pping to Novenber of 2009, and you can
see all the geo tubes are nostly gone, the beach is
ki nd of gone, UAV runway is inundated wth sand and
debris. This is just a nor'easter. O course,
nor' easters tend to do the nost damage here.

kay. This is the alternative portion of
our discussion. Ongoing seawall naintenance. As |
menti oned before, these storns that we've had have
been ki nd of chronic in nature; they have just been
eating at our seawalls. They've sat here -- | think
t he Novenber storm sat here for seven high tides; it
just ate -- chewed up on the seawall and the sand in
front of it, and we've | ost sone el evati on because of
it.

But we're going to do sonme ongoi ng
seawal | mai ntenance as part of this project. W just
had funding to do that. W have three alternatives to
consider. | think sonme of you were here when we
consi dered the beach fill groin as our prinmary
alternative, but we will talk about that inalittle
bit nore detail.

So we have three alternatives: Beach
fill only, which also extends the seawall. Al of

t hem have the extension of the seawall in this project
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enbedded. Beach fill only, beach fill and groin
per pendi cul ar to our property |line, and beach fill
wi th detached breakwaters.

We have had ongoi ng neetings and
di scussions with our folks that are hel ping us from
the Corps. The URS is doing the EIS, and we al so have
the I TR Team |I|ndependent Technical Review Team |
thi nk the next slide speaks to who those individuals
are and what they are doing for us.

Through those neetings and const ant
di al ogue and research and design, we've kind of
determ ned that when we first net you, we were
t hi nki ng that our groin project would be our primry
alternative, but we got public comment against that,
we got -- and then we nmet with our I TR team and our
design team and they basically have -- we figured out
that all three of these projects have simlar
technical nerits, and what's inportant for us is the
cost of all three projects is simlar.

So we -- knowing all that, we decided to
make beach fill the preferred alternative. One other
| ssue we di scussed when we first net you-all was
Bl ackfi sh Bank. The idea is taking sand off Bl ackfish
Bank. Bl ackfish Bank is the closest structure out in

the ocean we can pull sand from But we had a | ot of

TAYLOE ASSOCIATES, INC.




© 00 N o o A~ w NP

[ N N N A N S R LS o ol o R e B o B e T o N o S o N
oo ~ W N b O © 00 N O U p~ w N +—» O

coments, we did a fish -- a survey of all the
fishernmen and all the charter boat captains, and they
wanted us to stay away from Bl ackfi sh Bank. And then
we had sone further nodeling by folks in the Corps,
and they determned that if we m ned Bl ackfi sh Bank
long term there would be sone negative effects to
Assat eague. So we backed away fromthat, and | wll
have a slide show on that shortly.

Qur inplenentation schedule for this
project, we hope sonetine later this summer to begin a
seawal | repair in targeted areas, about 2500 feet or
so of seawall we need to repair. W need nore, but
that's what we have budgeted. And we hope to start
extendi ng our seawall south up to 4600 feet. Right
now the project is probably in the 1500-foot range
this fall as well, probably extending into 2011
cal endar year.

Then in 2011, probably springtinme, we
hope to begin our first phase of a two-phase project
to put 3 mllion cubic yards of beach on Wall ops
Island that is not there today. That will end up
bei ng sonewhere between 70 feet and 110 feet of dry
beach at high tide, depending on how we get bids in
and what gets funded.

Project status. | won't dwell on the
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draft PEIS s while you-all are here. Josh will talk a
little bit about that, so I'mgoing to junp down and
tal k about design. 30 percent design we've already
mar ched t hrough up in October, February, Josh and |
traveled to Norfol k and reviewed the 60 percent,

90 percent should be here in May, and then July
timeframe to coincide with our EI'S project conpletion
will be in July, a hundred percent.

kay. | spoke briefly about the ITR,
| ndependent Technical Review Team and | know a | ot of
you were here last tinme and you know who they are, but
we W ll speak a little bit about it.

The i dea about the I TR Team actual |y was
brought up way earlier in our project, and | kind of
didn't think it was a good idea, then | slowy warned
up to the idea. But, basically, it's to provide
I ndependent technical review of all docunentation
related to this project, to evaluate the scientific
and engi neering studies relative to the stakehol der
comments, all the coments we received fromthe
public, we allow themto |ook at that and the response
on that, and they've commented on that.

They identified strengths and weaknesses
for our project. They nmade -- or part of the deciding

voi ce to push us away fromthe groin. They consist of
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four university professors with 125 years experience
doing this kind of work, and they have -- nost of them
have done work in this area.

Techni cal information that was new to us
|l ast time, but I wll repeat this tine in case anybody
didn't hear. W' ve done additional nodeling. W
renodel ed the nodel again, and we've determ ned the
net sedinent transport along Wallops Island is to the
nort h.

Any given day, any given year it could be
to the south, net, but the net, sedinent transport, is
to the north. Primary reason of that is the groin --
fishing point groin to the south. So our predom nant
wave action that conmes fromthe northeast is sheltered
basically by that piece of |and growi ng south, and we
believe it's going to continue to go south.

Bl ackfi sh Bank, here's the issue of
Bl ackfi sh Bank: Bl ackfish Bank is obviously the
cl osest structure to us to grab sand from however,
it's also the closest to Assateague, and it costs
noney to steam out here.

This costs | ess nobney than going to here
and there, and there is even nore, so... But we got
comments fromthe public that Bl ackfish Bank was a bad

Il dea. W got the nodeling results that also said it
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could potentially be a negative inpact to Assateague,
so we have now decided to go to Site A and take
Bl ackfish totally out of the running for getting sand.

One other small thing, we have a | arge
buil d-up to our north. Qur north is kind of secreting
sand, and we are investigating the idea anyway in the
ElIS to potentially take sone of this sand off our own
beach and use it for sonme of our renourishnment
efforts.

The problemwi th that is not enough sand,
Nunber 1, but it nmay not be cost effective to do it as
well. It mght be cost effective to just bring a
dredge in and do the whol e shooting match.

Wth that, I'll turn it over to Josh, and
t hen when Josh finishes, we will sit here and take any
gquestions you m ght have.

MR. BUNDI CK: Thank you, Paul. Again,
Josh Bundick, and | amthe project manager for the
environnental inpact statenent. | work in the
environnental office, and our job is to nmake sure all
WAl | ops projects follow the NEPA process.

And | will give you the quick 15-,
20-second debrief on NEPA. NEPA is a federal
requi renent that the governnent assess the

environnental inpacts of its proposals prior to
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I npl enmenti ng those proposals, and that's, of course,
why we're here tonight. W assess the inpacts,
di scl ose those inpacts to the public and to the
regul atory community, and then incorporate those
comments into our final decision docunment, and then,
in effect, nmake an infornmed decision based on the best
technical and scientific information available. So
that's kind of why we are here tonight, and I'mto
tal k nore about the EI'S process.

Back in April of 2009 we all were in this
roomlistening to this initial proposal, and the
pur pose of that neeting was to conduct scoping, and
t he purpose of scoping is to get feedback on the
proposal prior to beginning the EI'S process.

And the concerns that were raised during
t hat 45-day wi ndow and the neeting that we had here in
April was that the preferred alternative at that tine
was an alternative that included a term nal groin at
the south end of the project, and that was the lion's
share of the comments that were received during that
tine.

And, of course, in the EIS we do disclose
the uncertainties inherent in the nodeling that we
predi cted and that although the nodeling may have

shown that the groin would not have an adverse effect
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on sedinent transport to the south, we couldn't say
that for sure.

But there is sone uncertainty out there
with having a rock structure in the ocean, and,
therefore, it was changed that the project's preferred
alternative would not include that term nal structure.

A second conmment that was received was
regarding the relocation of our |aunch range
i nfrastructure, perhaps noving it westward from
Wal | ops Island where it's been since the '40s to
perhaps the nmainland or to the main base.

And in the EI'S we consi dered those
concerns and actually worked with our range safety
office in devel oping an anal ysis of what type of
effects that m ght have on | andowners in Assawoman, in
Atl antic near Chincoteague if we were to do such a
thing. And, again, we explained why the risks -- the
safety risks are inherently unacceptable to NASA and
why that's not an acceptable alternative for us to
consider in the EIS.

And regardi ng biol ogical inpacts at the
bar sites, as Paul nentioned, we did renove Bl ackfish
Bank as a shoal under consideration due to the
potential effects to commercial and recreational

fishing in the area.
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Al so, we are consulting very heavily and
closely with the National Mirine Fishery Service in
determ ning the best way to dredge the shoal, whether
it be Shoal A or B, 10 or 15 mles off of Assateague
to mnimze the environnental inpacts on those shoals
t hroughout the life of the 50-year project.

And, of course, there was sone concern
regarding the ability of NASA to maintain and/or fund
the project. And, of course, as being a federal
agency, we are subject to the appropriations from
Congress, and in the EI'S we do acknow edge the fact
that there is sone uncertainty in the out years, say
45 years down the road, whether or not we can
guar antee funding or not.

And, of course, having a rock structure

i n the open ocean is inherently risky given those

considerations. So, again, we acknow edge that in the

ElI'S, and our preferred alternative certainly contains
the | east damaging -- environnental |l y damagi ng
alternative if funding in the out years was unable to
be secured.

Just a brief rundown on the studies and
t he anal yses that have been conducted to support the
EIS: First, Dr. Dave King with the ERDC, down in

Vi cksburg with the Arny Corps of Engineers, perforned
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a very thorough sedi nent transport analysis, both the
effects of the dredging on the offshore shoals and
Assat eague |sland, but, also, the near shore sedi nent
transport on Wall ops Island and Assawonan | sl and.

And we found through that nodeling, there
shoul d be no neasurabl e inpacts to either Assawonman
| sl and or Assateague |Island fromthe project.

Regar di ng the biol ogi cal resources, Jeff
Ri denhour and his team from URS spent a couple of the
best weeks of his |life out in the boat in the Atlantic
Ccean this past summer, not only perform ng underwat er
archeol ogy but actually out there with a drop canera
taki ng video footage of those shoals at | believe it
was 40 different stations at each shoal to better
characterize the bottomdwel ling habitat, do we have
any hard substrate out there that fish mght find to
be preferable or is it all consistently sand.

And what we found is that both Shoals A
and B are consistently the sane. W are also
consulting with the National Mrine Fishery Service
and the Fish and Wldlife Service right now to
determ ne the level of effects we m ght expect to
t hreaten an endangered species, nanely sea turtles,
prot ected whal es, protected mammal s, seals and

por poi ses and whatnot, as well as piping plovers, red
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knots, and the nesting birds on the beach.

And regarding the cultural resources, |
menti oned before, we've been consulting with the
Virginia Departnent of Hi storic Resources since the
begi nni ng of the project, and just today we received
their concurrence that the project should have no
ef fect what soever on historic or prehistoric
ar cheol ogi cal resources for either alternative.

And as the progranmatic environnent al
| npact statenent continues to develop fromdraft to
final, we will keep our website continually updated
wWth its status. | recall at the Decenber 8th neeting
that we had here there was sone interest in our
sharing the video footage fromthe shoals on the
website. W have updated the website to include that
i nformation. O course, it includes all of the EI'S
and its supporting docunents.

And there's, of course, the web |ink.
The docunent in its hard copy format is avail abl e at
all the local libraries from Chi ncoteague south to
Nassawadox. W al so have hard copies and CD s
avai |l abl e for those of you who m ght want your own
personal copy, and, of course, if there is anyone that
IS not on our existing project distribution |ist for

both e-mail and hard copy information, you can
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certainly sign up in the back tonight and we will be
glad to add you to that.

And the comments on the project at this
poi nt are due April 19th. Qur previous announcenent
that we may have sent out noted April 15th, but we
have extended it out an additional four days to
| ncorporate sone processing tine that was needed pri or
to our Federal Register announcenent back in March.
So, again, the comrents are requested by April
t he 19t h.

And with that, just | would |ike to open
It up for any questions that you m ght have on the
project. And as Keith nentioned before, this is not
necessarily the tine to speak for the record as, you
know, this is nore of an infornmal session where, you
know, anybody has any questions regarding both the
project or the environnental effects.

W will be glad to answer those, or if
Paul or | can't answer them we will certainly defer
to our technical teamsitting here in the audi ence.
So t hank you.

MR. KOEHLER: |f anybody has any
guestions at this point about the project itself, just
rai se your hand and I will bring the m ke to you.

Yes, state your nanme and ask away.

TAYLOE ASSOCIATES, INC.
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MR. SEYBOLT: M nane is Ace Seybolt. |
have a comment, which | will do later, but | have one
guestion. Should eventually NASA have to switch to
Alternative 2 or 3, would you do this whole, | guess
you call it NEPA or EIS process all over?

MR. BUNDI CK:  Yes. The purpose of --
what -- the docunent that we prepared was the
programati c docunent, neaning that there are el enents
within the programthat are, you know, of course,
unknown at this point. W can't say with absolute
certainty between now and fiscal year 2017 how
exactly -- are we going to have to put 2.3 mllion
cubic yards or 2.4 mllion yards back on the beach.

So we recogni ze that uncertainty and
prepared this docunent know ng that for future
renouri shnent actions or changes to the programthat
are outside of what we select as our preferred
alternative would be subject to additional NEPA
review, focusing on that specific action. So the
answer i s yes.

M5. SCHUPP: This question, | think
really is for Dr. David King. |In the engineering
report on the inpact for the Assateague shoreline, Dr.
Ki ng suggested that perhaps dredging Shoal A which is

alittle further south but closer to Assateague
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I sland, that that m ght have fewer inpacts on that
narrow part of Assateague that's retreating a |ot
faster than the part just south of Tonmls Cove.

| was wondering if you could shed a
little nore insight on the resolution of that, if
that's a plus or mnus ten mles shoreline inpact or
if it's on a smaller scale than that.

DR. KING Can you guys hear ne? | don't
have the figures in front of me, but in Chapter 8
there are those three figures that show the inpacts to
Bl ackfi sh Bank, to Shoal A, and to Shoal B.

This isn't a real scientific study, but
I f you just | ook at where the | argest inpacts are
relative to where Toms Cove is, relative to where
Fishing Point is on those figures, you will see that
for Shoal A they're shifted to the fishing point area,
whereas in the inpacts to Shoal B are a little nore
focused on the Toml s Cove area.

| didn't do any kind of statistical
anal ysis up and down the beach sayi ng where the
bi ggest inpacts were. | was -- the origin of that
comment was just fromlooking at those figures,
basi cal | y, okay?

MR. BUNDI CK: And here they are, Dave.

DR. KING | can hold them up, but

TAYLOE ASSOCIATES, INC.



21

© 00 N o o A~ w NP

[ N N N A N S R LS o ol o R e B o B e T o N o S o N
oo ~ W N b O © 00 N O U p~ w N +—» O

that's -- yeah, just the squiggly lines that are
adj acent to the pictures on the |eft-hand side of
t hose three pictures.

M5. SCHUPP: Right. And conceptually
t hat nakes sense, but | was wondering for -- you know,
froma | and managenent perspective if that -- you
know, how big a grain of salt to take it wth, you
know, if | should really be concerned about a 20-mle
stretch or if it's really safer say to Dredge A versus
B.

DR. KING There is probably not going to
be a | ot of inpact. The guidelines that M neral
Managenent Services provided that they give us that
coefficient, that was the basis for that line that |
present in the report. |It's a fairly conservative
nunber, result to get.

They coul d have gi ven ot her guidelines
t hat woul d have allowed nore | eeway, | think. [|'m not
sure it's necessarily in the guideline | would have
chosen if | were -- if | were presenting that, but
that's not ne.

But your question is a good one, and |
think that you' re probably getting to the limts of
the nodeling capability. | don't want to speak in

very dognmatic terns about the details of that. You're
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at about the imt of what the nodels are capabl e of
telling us. | shouldn't be | eaning back here.

Yeah, to get to a nore detailed
under standi ng, you're going to very rapidly get to the
poi nt of saying that we just don't know, don't have
the capability of saying where the zero inpact is,
where the real mninmal inpact is, and where you draw
the line between what is an acceptable inpact and an
unaccept abl e i npact.

The -- what the -- this figure -- and I'm
sure that nost of you are thoroughly lost on this
subject -- shows is -- conpares the changes in the
transport rate that you get on the beach from
nodel ing -- fromdredgi ng each of these different
shoal s conpared with what the normal year-to-year
variability in the wave climate is.

It's not reasonable to say that if
there's one nore grain of sand or less, nore or |ess
transported because of the offshore dredging, that

that's an unacceptable site.

But, okay, well, if one grain is nore or
| ess than -- then will get noved is okay, is
two grains okay? |Is five or ten grains? Well, all of
those, sure. But a hundred gazillion grains where you

have huge cutbacks in the beach is not.
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And there is no obvious |line that you can
draw and say that this is a significant inpact and
sonething a little bit less is an insignificant
i npact. And, frankly, you're also at about the limt
of how nmuch you want to trust the nodeling effort.

I'"'mnot sure that's the best answer or
the answer that you would like to hear, but that's
pretty nmuch the state of nodeling of where we are.

Now, did that go into it enough?

M5. SCHUPP: Yes, thank you.

DR. KING More than enough?

MR. BUNDI CK: Now, just to add one thing
to Dr. Dave's response was that -- just for everybody
el se:  The nodeling, the analysis that he did assuned
that all the sedinent required for the 50-year |ife of
the project was all renoved in one fell swoop, which,
of course, would not be the case in reality; it was
just, again, designed that way so that we coul d
provide a conservative analysis to nmake up for sone of
t he uncertainties.

MR. WOLFF: Ron Wl ff. The question that
| would have, this year being a very different year as
far as storns that have affected the island, with this
50-year project in mnd, is this year and the nunber

of northeast storns that have affected the island, is
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this sonmething that is unique or is this sonething
that is usual in your 50-year analysis?

Do you plan for these type of stornms on a
nore frequent basis or |ess frequent basis? | know,
you know, this one is kind of unusual, but --

MR. BULL: That's why | asked Shari to
put us on this slide. This is the data set that
Dr. King worked from Nor'easters, we had 39 between
'54 and 2003. O course, what we're having this year
I's not nodeled, but | can't say, and nmaybe -- we don't
have a neteorol ogist here, but | can't say any years
within that tinme period had the sane kind of veracity
of storns that we had this year.

| don't know if you want to add a little

bit to that.
DR. KING Yeah, just alittle bit.
MR, BULL: Just a little bit.
DR. KING | wll try not to be too
wi ndy.

Yeah, the nodeling is based on historical
data sets. And this is the stormdata set that was
used. There is also a 20-year wave clinmate that was
used between -- the years for that were from 1980 to
1999.

Yeah, this has been a bad wi nter. How
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bad it is is not clear since | know there were big
waves out there, but | don't have the actual data on
t hem

So to really answer your question, we
needed to do the nodeling work before we got to this
winter, so this stuff has not been incorporated into
the nodeling effort to date.

MR. BULL: | guess to follow up on that,
Dave, if this project was al ready done, we woul dn't
have experienced any of the effects to the extent
we' ve experienced this winter. That's pretty nuch an
easy thing to say. |If you had 70-foot or a
hundr ed- f oot of beach at nean high water out there
when we had these storns, the inpact woul d have been
m ni mal .

MR. BUNDI CK: The fact that the crashing
waves woul d not have been on our seawall, it would
have been a hundred, a hundred five feet seaward woul d
be the benefit of having the beach out in front.

MR. KOEHLER: Any nore questions? Any
nore conments from you guys?

MR, BULL: | don't think so.

MR. KOEHLER: At this point then, we wll
go into the official comment period. |f anybody woul d

| ike to make an official conmment, just raise your
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hand, I wll cone by with the m ke.

MR. SEYBOLT: Soneone has to speak.

Again, ny nane -- for the recorder, ny nane is Ace
Seybolt. | spoke last, | guess that was April or
whenever. As | said before, | own the farns behind

Assawoman |sland and | used to own Assawonman | sl and.

As a taxpayer and a citizen of the
county, | appreciate all the work you have done,
especially since this winter you were probably | ooking
over your shoulder holding a |life jacket sonme of the
tine.

As before, ny comment deals with the
groin and the detached breakwater. They do not seem
to have been foreclosed as an option in the report,
and to a layman nothing in the report seened to
I ncorporate all the negative inpacts or studies
concerni ng groins.

And, actually, you seemto be saying
there would be no inpact on Assawonman. So that is ny
coment. Thank you.

MR. CHESSER. |'m Grayson Chesser, and
"' mthe supervisor for Accomack County representing
District 3. And before | spoke and | spoke agai nst
the seawall. Now -- not the seawall but the groin.

And I'mreally happy to see that -- I'm
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kind of unhappy to see it's still on the list, but I'm
very happy to see that it's dropped down to Nunmber 2.
And because | think it would be disastrous for you if
you go to that option.

And, you know, Wallops is very inportant
to us. Sone people | think think because | express ny
concerns about WAllops that | am sonehow opposed to
it. But a large part of ny closest famly nenbers
work at Wallops. An awful lot of ny friends, fornmer
cl assmates work at \al | ops.

It's absolutely, you know, vital to the
county that you succeed, and | wi sh you-all the best.
The reason | spoke against the groin is because |
think it would be detrinental not only to you but to
all of us who depend on you.

You know, we have a lot riding on you and
your success, and we want you to be successful, and |
hope that -- hope that you are, and | think you have
made the right choi ce.

Like | said, | would rather see the groin
conpletely elimnated because |'ve spent an awful | ot
of tinme out there in the winter. Al nost all these
slides you can see show places that | hunt, and so |
see a lot of what's going on. And | think | started

going out there in the '50s and, you know, seeing all
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the changes, and it's very dynamc, and | think the
choice that you have made is the only logical one to
make. Thank you.

MR. PARKER  For the lady with the flying
fingers, I have this in witing again. M nane is
Steve Parker. 1'mdirector of The Nature
Conservancy's Virginia Coast Reserve.

This globally inportant natural area
consists of 14 barrier islands and several nainland
properti es owned and nmanaged for conservati on purposes
south of Wallops Island. The Nature Conservancy is a
nonprofit organization wth operations in 50 states
and 35 foreign countries. Qur mssion is to preserve
the plants, animals, and natural communities that
represent the diversity of |ife on Earth by protecting
the lands and waters they need to survive.

W help with the protection of over 100
mllion acres globally. The Virginia Coast Reserve is
one of our nost inportant preserves.

| wish to thank NASA for conducting an
open, participatory NEPA process and for |istening
carefully to the comments of scientists, stakehol ders,
and this comunity.

And in conpletion of our internal review

of the PEIS, the Conservancy is in agreenent with the
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preferred alternative. Qur concurrence, as well as
our concerns with Alternative 2 and ot her comments and
suggestions wll be stated in witing during the
present public coment peri od.

NASA Wal | ops has a mission that's very
I nportant to this country and to our comunity. The
Nat ure Conservancy | ooks forward to continuing to work
with NASA in the future, and thank you again for the
opportunity to participate in this very inportant
process.

MR. KOEHLER: Any further comrents?
Ckay. Seeing no further comments, we thank everybody
for com ng out tonight, and, again, any witten
comments you need to provide, do so by April the 19th.
Okay. Thank you.

(The hearing was concluded at 6:44 p.m)
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