BALLOON PROGRAM

OFF THE PAD

EXPERIMENTER:


DR. MARK DEVLIN
ORGANIZATION:


UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA



FLIGHT NO.:



563N
LAUNCH DATE:


DECEMBER 21, 2006
LAUNCH TIME:


01:53 Z


LAUNCH SITE:


McMURDO, ANTARCTICA


BALLOON VOLUME:


1.12 MCM (39.57 MCF)
BALLOON WEIGHT:


1,840 KGS (4,056 LBS)


EXPERIMENT WEIGHT:

1,818 KGS (4,008 LBS)
SUSPENDED WEIGHT:

2,634 KGS (5,808 LBS)


GROSS INFLATION:


4,922 KGS (10,850 LBS)


FLOAT ALTITUDE:


126 KFT / 38 KM


BALLOON MANUFACTURER:
RAVEN 


BALLOON THICKNESS:

20.32 MICRCONS (0.8 MIL)


SERIAL NO.:



37 / NSBF NO. 925



DISCIPLINE:



UC


EXPERIMENT DESCRIPTION:  

The Balloon-borne Large Aperture Submillimeter Telescope (BLAST) is a telescope that will make maps of the submillimeter sky at ~1-ft resolution.  Its goals include: constraining the star formation history of the Universe by determining redshift distribution of starburst galaxies, to determine temperature and density of interstellar dust in our Galaxy, and to find protostellar cores in our Galaxy.
STATUS:



IN FLIGHT
TOTAL FLIGHT TIME:

TBD


COMMENTS:


This was a good launch in good weather conditions. The ascent to float was normal. The BLAST science group has reported that their systems are calibrated and functioning satisfactorily.
