BALLOON PROGRAM

OFF THE PAD

EXPERIMENTER:


DANNY BALL


ORGANIZATION:


COLUMBIA SCIENTIFIC BALLOON FACILITY



FLIGHT NO.:



561NT
LAUNCH DATE:


SEPTEMBER 30, 2006
LAUNCH TIME:


17:08 Z


LAUNCH SITE:


FT. SUMNER, NEW MEXICO


BALLOON VOLUME:


1.12 MCM (39.57 MCF)
BALLOON WEIGHT:


1,877 KGS (4,138 LBS)


EXPERIMENT WEIGHT:

1,829 KGS (4,033 LBS)
SUSPENDED WEIGHT:

2,722KGS (6,000 LBS)


GROSS INFLATION:


5,059 KGS (11,152 LBS)


FLOAT ALTITUDE:


127.8 KFT/39 KM


BALLOON MANUFACTURER:
WINZEN 


BALLOON THICKNESS:

20.32 MICRCONS (0.8 MIL)


SERIAL NO.:



56 / NSBF NO. 973



DISCIPLINE:



WT (TEST FLIGHT)


EXPERIMENT DESCRIPTION:  

This is a flight qualification test of the new Charter SF-430 polyethylene film for NASA/CSBF zero-pressure balloons.  This test flight is to demonstrate the ability of a zero-pressure balloon constructed of the SF-430 film to fly under normal flight conditions near the maximum allowable Launch Stress Index (1800-psi).

STATUS:



COMPLETE
TOTAL FLIGHT TIME:

5 HOURS, 11 MINUTES


COMMENTS:


The flight was an operational and science success. It exceeded all preflight minimum requirements for the Charter SF 430 film and the new UPT-3. The launch was good, with good weather conditions. The acsent to float, the float, the termination, and the visual parachute separation were normal. The aircrew reports that the payload is in good condition. 

