BALLOON PROGRAM

OFF THE PAD

EXPERIMENTER:


DR. EUN-SUK SEO


ORGANIZATION:


UNIVERSITY OF MARYLAND



FLIGHT NO.:



552N
LAUNCH DATE:


DECEMBER 15, 2005
LAUNCH TIME:


16:12 Z


LAUNCH SITE:


McMURDO STATION, ANTARCTICA


BALLOON VOLUME:


1.12 MCM (39.57 MCF)
BALLOON WEIGHT:


1854 KGS (4,088 LBS)


EXPERIMENT WEIGHT:

2030 KGS (4,476 LBS)


GROSS INFLATION:


4872 KGS (10,740 LBS)


FLOAT ALTITUDE:


40 KM (130 KFT)


BALLOON MANUFACTURER:
RAVEN 


BALLOON THICKNESS:

20.32 MICRCONS (0.8 MIL)


SERIAL NO.:



44 / NSBF NO. 948



DISCIPLINE:



UC (PARTICLE ASTROPHYSICS)


EXPERIMENT DESCRIPTION:  

The Cosmic Ray Energetics and Mass (CREAM) project will investigate ultra-high-energy cosmic rays over the elemental range from protons to iron.  The goal is to observe spectral features and/or abundance changes that might signify a limit to supernova acceleration.

STATUS:



IN FLIGHT
TOTAL FLIGHT TIME:

TBD


COMMENTS:


A smooth launch was completed in excellent weather conditions. The ascent through the tropopause has been normal.

