BALLOON PROGRAM

FLIGHT SUMMARY

EXPERIMENTER:


DEBORA FAIRBROTHER

ORGANIZATION:


WALLOPS FLIGHT FACILITY
FLIGHT NO.:



581 NT

LAUNCH DATE:


APRIL 4, 2008

LAUNCH TIME:


14:18 Z

LAUNCH SITE:


FT SUMNER, NM


BALLOON VOLUME:


0.8 MCM (29.47 MCF)

BALLOON WEIGHT:


1669 KGS (3679 LBS)


EXPERIMENT WEIGHT:

2050 KGS (4520 LBS)

SUSPENDED WEIGHT:

2722 KGS (6000 LBS)


GROSS INFLATION:


4905 KGS (10814 LBS)


FLOAT ALTITUDE:


121.5 KFT / 37 KM


BALLOON MANUFACTURER:
AEROSTAR 


BALLOON THICKNESS:

20.32 MICRCONS / 0.8 MIL


SERIAL NO.:



76 / CSBF NO. 1014



DISCIPLINE:



NT

STATUS:



COMPLETE

TOTAL FLIGHT TIME:

6HRS, 8 MIN


EXPERIMENT DESCRIPTION:  The object of this mission was flight qualify the 29 MCF balloon design using the new Charter Films SF-430-B film extrusion process.  The flight was made on a 29 MCF balloon that was loaded to 6000 pounds for near maximum Launch Stress Index

COMMENTS:
The flight was an operations and science success.  All pre-flight desired requirements were exceeded.  This was a perfect launch under great weather conditions.  The balloon envelope deployment, ascent into float, and the float through solar noon were normal.  The flight termination and parachute cut away were performed using LOS procedures by the control center and the aircraft.  The aircraft crew reports that the payload is in good condition.  The recovery crew is on the scene, and the recovery is in progress.

