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The Two Questions...

What do we non ito r‘? : There are a multitude of migratory birds

and abundant sea life present on, in and
around Wallops Island beach. Some of
> Piping Plover these animals require protection and
» Marine Sea Turtles monitoring because they are listed as

= = _ ' either ‘threatened’ or ‘endangered’ (T&E)
T e Ml e s “w| by the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

e S N e N
The two most commonly spotted on our [

beach is the piping plover and the
loggerhead sea turtle. There could be
other T&E species in the vicinity-such as a
Kemp's Ridley sea turtle, the Atlantic green -
sea turtle or the leatherback sea turtle-but [%
their occurrences are much more rare. -
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Piping plovers breed only in North America in three

= s,-and w over areas cut into or between

S
Plplng Plover mlgratory and breedlrlg o
season starts in mid-March
- beginning of. September. During this s
_timeframe the northern portlon of Wallops
- “Island is closed: No one is allowed- pas{~="---
~ the barrier without permission from the -

Enwronmental Offlce
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~mw se-Development reduces coastal habitat
 Human disturbance
« Domestic animals and predators

. Storm tides

- _;'By managlng the population on Wallops Island
we are helping to increase the number of -

= successful breeding pairs, and increasing the :

piping plover population as a whole.
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Piping Plover

The Endangered Species Act provides penalties
for taking, harassing or harming the piping plover
and affords some protection to its habitat.

“Threatened” means that the population would
continue to decline if not protected. Threatened
species are afforded the same protection as if
they were endangered.

- weare hﬁpmg 0 increase the number
e successful breeding palrs and mcreasmgthe , P _
piping pIover_populatlon as awhole : o= S = L :
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- pment educes oasta bltat
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Commercial, residential, and recreational
development have decreased the amount of
coastal habitat available for piping plovers to nest
and feed.

-,&—,_r-,-r;-r;;;' g_gémangg.i_ng the population on Waljgpg’-lglla{ld;,;
© we are helping to increase the number of _
successful breeding palrs and mcreasmgthe _
piping pIover_popuIatlon as a whole : . 0 = 5
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Human disturbance often curtails breeding
success. Foot and vehicular traffic may crush
nests or young. Excessive disturbance may cause
the parents to desert the nest, exposing eggs or
chicks to the summer sun and predators.
Interruption of feeding may stress juvenile birds
during critical periods in their development.
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“Development reduces coastal habitat -
. Human dlsturbance ! -

Pets, especially dogs, may harass the birds.
Developments near beaches provide food that
attracts increased numbers of predators such as
raccoons, skunks, and foxes. Domestic and feral
cats are also very efficient predators of plover
eggs and chicks.




P

= se=Pevelopment reduces coastal habitat
 Human disturbance
« Domestic animals and predators
« Storm tides

Storm tides may inundate nests.

Wallops Island
‘we are helping to mcrease the number of - _

- successful breeding pairs, and increasing the :

piping plover_populatlon as a whole.
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We need your help!!

The following slides will show
you how to identify a piping
plover and what measures you
can follow to help ensure nest
success.




Piping plover are known for their distinctive
melodic mating call: The Piping Plover’s call is
a plaintive cry, sometimes described as a
whistled peep-lo, with the first syllable higher.

Breeding Plumage



The following
birds can be
seen on
Wallops Island
but are NOT a

_piping plover.

son’s Plover
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The same coloration that makes it difficult for predators to see piping plover also
makes it difficult for US to see them!

« Commonly nest in sparsely vege

» Recently have been nesting in and around
beach grass

* Birds rely on cryptlc—coloratlon and =
open areas to hatch nests S
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When still, piping plovér blend into the pale ba'ckground-éf open,

sandy habitat on outer beaches where they feed and nest.
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e dune line, an increasingly popular

hangout for plovers.
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e dune line, an increasingly popular

hangout for plovers.
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When driving along the beach please be sure to:

“Tread” Lightly!

- . - —

Baby plovers
> Birds, chicks, and eggs in soft sand can be very hard to see buriedin the

softer sand
» Birds and chicks have an affinity for tire tracks t

Plovers love to A plover nest
walk in and i narrowly
near tire tracks p— A ‘ missed by tire

) tracks

A baby plover

nappingina
tire track



There is the potential for many other shorebirds to nest on Wallops Island.
They nest in “scrapes” or small indentations in the sand or shells.
It is very important to be vigilant as these nests can be extremely difficult to spot and
further stresses the importance of driving in the intertidal zone only.
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Environmental Office responsibilities: 1)
1) Loc ipi ' R e

TS By Monitor Nests Until Hatching el a8 Y e < -
6) -Monitor Chicks Until Fledged SES—— e e

B T i - et S




The following slides will explain
how to identify a sea turtle’s
nest via its crawl tracks.




Although thereis a
potential for these
turtles to be near
Wallops Island, the
loggerhead sea
turtle would be the
most likely sea turtle
inthe area

I

Atlantic Green — = al _Kemp’s Ridley




Since most
turtles, with
the
exception of
Kemp’s
Ridley, nest
very late at
night or early
in the
morning
hours you
will most
likely NOT
see an actual
turtle, just
the evidence
that they
have been
there...sea
turtle crawl
tracks!

Sea turtle
crawl tracks
have been

likened to an
ORV coming
up out of the
ocean, doing
a donut and
then going
back in!




If you see signs of a sea turtle
crawl notify the Environmental
Office IMMEDIATELY ...

“afew hours or Iess

;Q.J:\LQEE_ 0D 0L ove ,m
mound -

'._a-._.. e e ot

-

Joel Mitchell: 757-824- 1127
Shane Whealton: 757-824-1090 =0

~| Security Supervisor: 757-824-2467
(if no answer leave a message)




The majority of crawls will follow this same path-entrance, exit and a nest
mound, however the point of entrance and exit can be farther apart.

Entrance







| One of the baby
loggerheads walking
-- toward the ocean _ F o
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The Environmental Office
assists the Virginia Aquarium
Stranding Response Team in

their recovery efforts with

stranded marine mammals and
sea turtles.




Quick notification is important for survival (if applicable) or for
educational necropsy (if dead). .

Joel Mltchell 757-824-1127
Shane Whealton: 757-824-1090
Security Supervisor: 757-824-2467

- - (if no answer leave a message) E - -
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