BALLOON PROGRAM

OFF THE PAD

EXPERIMENTER:


DR. JOHN CLEM
ORGANIZATION:


UNIVERSITY OF DELAWARE
FLIGHT NO.:



554N
LAUNCH DATE:


JUNE 2, 2006
LAUNCH TIME:


02:08 Z


LAUNCH SITE:


KIRUNA, SWEDEN


BALLOON VOLUME:


1.12 MCM (39.57 MCF)
BALLOON WEIGHT:


 1,893 KGS (4,174 LBS)
EXPERIMENT WEIGHT:

 864 KGS (1,905 LBS)


GROSS INFLATION:


 3,709 KGS (8,177 LBS)


FLOAT ALTITUDE:


 41.57 KM (136.4 KFT) 


BALLOON MANUFACTURER:
RAVEN


BALLOON THICKNESS:

20.32 MICRONS (0.8 MIL)


SERIAL NO.:



48 / NSBF NO. 956



DISCIPLINE:



UC


EXPERIMENT DESCRIPTION: 
The AESOP (Anti-Electron Sub Orbital Payload) instrument measures positron abundance in cosmic ray electrons to determine the extent to which the large scale structure of the heliospheric magnetic field is important in the transmission of galactic cosmic rays through the heliosphere.
STATUS:



COMPLETE
TOTAL FLIGHT TIME:

124 HRS, 25 MIN


COMMENTS:


This was an operations and science success. The science preflight desired requirements were exceeded. There was a smooth launch in excellent weather conditions. The ascent and float were normal. An OTH termination and parachute separation was successful. Recovery operations are in progress.
