BALLOON PROGRAM

FLIGHT SUMMARY
             ..
EXPERIMENTER:


DR. JOHN MITCHELL, GSFC / DR. AKIRA YAMAMOTO, KEK
ORGANIZATION:


GSFC



FLIGHT NO.:



578 N
LAUNCH DATE:


DECEMBER 22, 2007
LAUNCH TIME:


17:29 Z


LAUNCH SITE:


McMURDO STATION, ANTARCTICA


BALLOON VOLUME:


1.04 MCM (36.73 MCF)
BALLOON WEIGHT:


 2,431KGS (5,360 LBS)


EXPERIMENT WEIGHT:

 2,419 KGS (5,334 LBS)
SUSPENDED WEIGHT:

 3,039 KGS (6,700 LBS)


GROSS INFLATION:


 6,127 KGS (13,507 LBS)


FLOAT ALTITUDE:


 36 KM (120,000  FT)  

BALLOON MANUFACTURER:
AEROSTAR 


BALLOON THICKNESS:

20.32 MICRCONS SHELL / 24.13 MICRONS CAP 





(0.8 MIL SHELL / 0.95 MIL CAPS)


SERIAL NO.:



05 / NSBF NO. 1000



DISCIPLINE:



UC


EXPERIMENT DESCRIPTION:  THE BESS INSTRUMENT WILL PERFORM PRECISE MEASUREMENTS OF COSMIC RAYS BY USING A SUPERCONDUCTING SPECTROMETER IN THE SOLAR MINIMUM PERIOD OF 2007.  
STATUS:



IN FLIGHT
TOTAL FLIGHT TIME:

TBD


COMMENTS:  THE LAUNCH WAS A VERY SMOOTH LAUNCH IN IDEAL WEATHER CONDITONS.  ALL SCIENCE AND LDB SYSTEMS WERE REPORTED AS FUNCTIONING NORMALLY.
